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Don and Susan Bobbitt Increase Student Endowment for  
Chemistry, Theatre                                                 ~From the Newswire, July 17, 2018 
      
     University of Arkansas System President Don Bobbitt and his 
wife, Susan, have committed a $150,000 planned gift to the Bobbitt 
Family Fund in Chemistry and Theatre at the University of Arkansas. 
Their gift will support students in the J. William Fulbright College of 
Arts and Sciences, as well as Campaign Arkansas, the university’s $1.25 
billion capital campaign.  
     The Bobbitts created the Donald R. and Susan M. Bobbitt Award in 
Chemistry and Drama in 2002 during the Campaign for the Twenty-
First Century. In 2015, it was renamed the Bobbitt Family Fund in 
Chemistry and Theatre but retained its original purpose of enhancing 
both departments.  
     “We wanted it to be a fund that would help the departments of 
chemistry and theatre recruit graduate students,” Don Bobbitt 
said.   “The gift from Don and Susan Bobbitt speaks volumes about 
their commitment to higher education,” said Chancellor Joe Steinmetz. 
“They truly believe in leading by example, and the University of Arkan-
sas is thrilled that they have chosen to support the recruitment of grad-
uate students while enhancing student success, two of our top priorities. Don and Susan both received scholar-
ship support as college students, so they know how meaningful a gift like this can be to future scholarship recipi-
ents.” 
     The departmental designations of the fund reflect Don and Susan Bobbitt’s backgrounds in chemistry and 
theatre, respectively. Don Bobbitt earned a Bachelor of Science in chemistry from the U of A and a doctorate in 
analytical chemistry from Iowa State University. He taught chemistry at the U of A for 17 years before being 
named interim dean of the J. William Fulbright College of Arts and Sciences. He became dean of Fulbright Col-
lege the following year, in 2003. 
     Susan Bobbitt graduated from Iowa State University with a bachelor’s degree in apparel design and pattern 
making after attending the U of A for two years. Upon returning to Fayetteville, she volunteered in the U of A’s 
Theatre Department costume shop and later worked as an hourly employee. She was then hired as a seamstress 
and was the costume shop manager for seven years. 
     “We are so grateful for the Bobbitts’ ongoing support and tremendous dedication to providing more educa-
tional opportunities for our students,” said Todd Shields, dean of Fulbright College. “They know first-hand the 
difference a scholarship like this can make for a student, and how much it means.” 
     The Bobbitts chose to make their contribution through a planned gift and increase the endowment of their 
existing fund.  “Planned giving is a fairly painless way to do something substantial,” Don Bobbitt said, noting the 
pair contributes to their fund annually as well. “Susan and I both believe in permanence. We prefer permanent 
change for the better. We’re very deliberate in our actions, and we know the benefits from this fund will affect 
the U of A in perpetuity.” 
     Students have already benefited from the Bobbitts’ fund since it was started, and the couple regularly hears 
from the beneficiaries.  “We’ve received letters from students who have received the award, and it’s humbling,” 
Susan Bobbitt said. “I received a similar scholarship when I was at the U of A during my first two years of col-
lege. It’s a rewarding feeling.” 
     Don Bobbitt also received scholarship support as a student at the U of A, and he recalls meeting the family of 
one of his donors while he was dean of Fulbright College. The donor had saved his handwritten thank you note 
from years earlier.  Bobbitt and his wife are both first-generation college graduates, and their three sons share 
six degrees between them. 
     “Higher education can change lives and change lives for future generations,” Don Bobbitt said. “Susan and I 
have tried to honor the institutions where we’ve lived or worked.” 
     The Bobbitts are life members of the Arkansas Alumni Association, members of the Chancellor’s Society and 
are counted as Thoroughreds for their 27 years of consecutive giving to the U of A. They are also included in 
the Towers of Old Main, a giving society for the university’s most generous benefactors. 
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lines and Cyclobutylanilines” at the 
233rd ECS meeting, Seattle, WA on 
May 17, 2018, and then another talk, 
“A Photocatalyzed Cascade for the 
Synthesis of the Tetracyclic Core of 
Akuammiline Alkaloids” at the 14th 
SINO-US Chemistry Professors Con-




     Bingbin Wu, Shanyu Wang, Josh-
ua Lochala, David Desrochers, Bo 
Liu, Wenqing Zhang, Jihui Yang, Jie 
Xiao.  The Role of Solid Electrolyte 
Interphase Layer in Preventing Li Den-
drite Growth in Solid-State Batteries.  
Energy & Environmental Science, 2018, 
11, 1803-1810.  DOI:  10.1039/
C8EE00540K. 
     Hao Chen, Sumana Venkat, 
Paige McGuire, Qinglei Gan, 
Chenguang Fan. Recent Develop-
ment of Genetic Code Expansion for 
Posttranslational Modification Studies. 
Molecules. 2018; 23(7):1662. 
     Perry Caviness, Ryan Bauer, 
Keisuke Tanaka, Katarzyna Jan-
owska, J. Randy Roeser, Dawn 
Weir, Jes Sanders, Christopher 
Ruth, Osamu Matsushita, Joshua 
Sakon.  Ca2+Induced orientation of 
tandem collagen binding domains from 
clostridial collagenase ColG implicates 
two opposing functions of collagen 
fibril formation and retardation  
FEBSJ, accepted.   
     Foysal Z. Khan,  Joshua A. Hut-
cheson,  Courtney J. Hunter,  Amy J. 
Powless,  Devin Benson,  Ingrid 
Fritsch, and  Timothy J. Muldoon. 
Redox-Magnetohydrodynamically Con-
trolled Fluid Flow with Poly(3,4-
ethylenedioxythiophene) Coupled to 
an Epitaxial Light Sheet Confocal Mi-
croscope for Image Cytometry Appli-
cations. (2018)  Anal. Chem.  90, 13, 
7862-7870. 
     Rui Wang, Limei Xu, and Feng 
Wang.  Molecular scale processes 
affecting growth rates of ice at moder-
ate supercooling.  Frontiers of Physics, 
2018, 13, 138116.   
     M.H. Beyzavi et al.  Synthesis, 
structural characterization, biological 
evaluation and molecular docking stud-
Faculty News 
 
On the Go 
     Jie Xiao presented an invited talk, 
“Reactions or no reaction:  lithium dep-
osition on the surface of solid state 
electrolyte” at the Electrochemical So-
ciety Spring meeting in Seattle, WA 
May 13, 2018. 
     Matt McIntosh attended the 2018 
Cottrell Scholar conference organized 
by Research Corporation in Tucson, 
AZ, July 11-13.  “Personalizing Educa-
tion” was the topic.  
     Perry Caviness will spend 2 
months at Prof. Osamu Matsushita's lab 
at Okayama University School of Medi-
cine in Japan. Previously, Jeff Wilson, 
Ryan Bauer, Jes Sanders, Dawn Weir, 
and Mary Kate Tucker have spent sum-
mer in Japan.  He will leave Fayetteville 
on July 7th.  He will return to Fayette-
ville on August 19th.  His work con-
cerns clostridial toxins and their ex-
pression system. 
Both the UA and the Graduate School 
of Medicine, Dentistry and Pharmaceu-
tical sciences, Okayama University in 
Japan signed Agreement of Coopera-
tion and Exchange on July 16, 2018. 
With the agreement in place, subsidized 
housing in Okayama became available 
for undergraduate, graduate and faculty 
members. 
     Feng Wang gave two invited talks 
in July.  “Developing Accurate and Sim-
ple Force Fields with only ab initio In-
formation with the Adaptive Force 
Matching Method” was presented July 
17-21, 2018 at the Ion Solutions, Biolo-
gy, Energy, Environment in Telluride, 
CO.  “Missing Physics in Computational 
Free Energy Calculations of Ion Hydra-
tion and Practical Centroid Molecular 
Dynamics with Force Matching” was 
presented at the Manybody Interactions 
Workshop, Telluride, CO, July 9-12, 
2018. 
     Jingyi Chen presented an invited 
talk, “Cu-Based Hybrid Nanostructures:  
From Syntheses to Applications,” No-
ble Metal Nanoparticles Gordon Re-
search Conference, June 17-22, 2018. 
     Nan Zheng gave a talk 
“Difunctionalization of Cyclopropylani-
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ies of new platinum(II) complexes 
bearing isocyanides.  New Journal of 
Chemistry 2018, 42, 8681-8692.   
 
Honors and Awards 
     Jingyi Chen and Dr. Yong Wong 
of Physics each hold 50% responsibility 
for the NSF grant entitled 
“Understanding the antimicrobial 
mechanism of metal nanoparticles us-
ing super resolution fluorescence mi-
croscopy.”  The award total is 
$498,983. 
     Mahmoud Moradi was selected 
as one of 18 Connor Faculty Fellows at 
the J. William Fulbright College of Arts 
and Sciences.  Robert and Sandra Con-
nor of Little Rock established the Con-
nor Endowed Faculty Fellowship in 
2004 to provide essential faculty devel-
opment opportunities to rising aca-
demic experts in the college.  Annually, 
a college committee including the dean 
recognizes faculty who have made ex-
cellent contributions to the college and 
their departments.  The $5000 award 
is used to facilitate travel, expand re-
search initiatives and support class-
room activities. 
Bear Creek Trail, Telluride, CO.  
Front left:  Pengyu Ren (UT Austin), 
David Sherrill (Georgia Tech), Jay 
Ponder (WUSTL), Jan Steckel 
(PNNL), Back from left:  Feng 
Wang, Dominique Nocito (UC Riv-
erside), Tae Hoon Choi (Pitt), JR 
Smith (Wisconsin Madison), Josh 
Rackers, (WUSTL) 
       
 
From the Chair ~ Wesley Stites 
 
      
     Herbert Bradley Martin graduated from the University of Arkansas with a degree in 
chemistry in 1911.  Born in Warren, Bradley County, Arkansas on December 11, 1888, his father 
Charles Nicklin Martin was a physician.  His mother Eunice Bradley was a granddaughter of Cap-
tain Hugh Bradley, for whom Bradley County was named and the source of Herbert Bradley 
Martin’s middle name.  His 1910 yearbook entry suggests his affinity for chemistry, reading “’He 
sits high in all the people’s hearts,’ and especially in Dr. Carroll’s.” (Charles Carroll, Professor of 
Chemistry, was the subject of an article in Mole a few months ago.)  Apparently, Herbert 
worked to help put himself through the University as the 1910 Census lists him as a laborer in a 
surveying party.  We also know he was a member of the Pi Kappa Alpha fraternity.  
     When Martin registered for the draft in June 1918, he was working not as a chemist, but as a 
clerk for the Western Union Telegraph Company in Dallas, Texas, and seeing a young woman 
named Maybelle Stiener.  Previously, he had been a 
second lieutenant for the National Guard in Arkansas.  
Like many other young men, he did not wait to be 
drafted.  Herbert enlisted in Company I of the 30th 
Engineering Battalion, United States Army, in December, 1917, and sailed for France 
the following March.  
     The Second Battle of the Marne (July 15 – August 6, 1918) marked the last major 
German offensive of World War 1 and American units were thrown into the battle to 
check the German forces advancing on Paris. A series of counter-attacks on the right 
of the German salient stopped the Germans.  Near the end of those counter-attacks, 
the 4th Infantry Division took over the front near the town of Chery-Chartreuve, 
about halfway between Soissons and Reims.  On August 5th, the Americans attacked 
toward Bois de Châtelet and were repulsed with heavy losses.  Herbert Martin was 
killed in action by artillery fire while guarding a bridge near the town of Chery-
Chartreuve, France in advance of infantry on August 5, 1918.  His remains are now 
buried in Oakland Cemetery in Warren.  Warren’s American Legion post, which is 
now the Bradley County Veterans’ Museum, was named for him. 
     Herbert Martin was the only chemistry student among the 29 University of Arkan-
sas students to be killed in World War 1 and just one of the 12,000 Americans killed 
or wounded in the Battle of Second Marne.  One hundred years after his death at the 
age of 29, it seems appropriate to pause and remember him and the many others of 
numerous nationalities who died in that cataclysmic conflict.  
 
     Graduate Students Defend Work 
 
     Melissa Hirsch successfully defended her M.S. thesis, “Chemical Strategies for Drug Development of Fucose-Truncated Ipo-
moeassin F Analogues” June 28, 2018.  Melissa received her B.S. in 2015 from John Brown University, and entered the UA in the 
fall term of 2015.  She is a student of Dr. Wei Shi.        
     Lucas Whisenhunt successfully defended his dissertation, “Conformationally-Controlled Late-Stage Modifications to Facili-
tate SAR of Ipomoeassin F” July 5, 2018.  Lucas received 
his B.S. in 2012 from Henderson State University, and 
entered the UA in the fall term of 2012.  He is a student 
of Dr. Wei Shi. 
     Holly Wallace successfully defended her M.S. thesis, 
“Synthesis of Dicamba Metabolite Glucosides for the 
Study of Environmental Dicamba Drift Effects on Soy-
beans” July 19, 2018.  Holly received her B.S. in 2011 
from the University of West Georgia and entered the 
UA in the fall term of 2015.  She is a student of Dr. Matt 
McIntosh. 
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29th REU/INBRE Summer Research Program Concludes 
 
     The 29th year for summer undergraduate research programs came to a conclusion July 27, 2018.  Fifteen students com-
pleted research in areas of chemistry, biology, and biomedical engineering.  Students arrived on campus May 20 to begin 10 
weeks of intense research, paired with opportunities to have fun and explore the beautiful area surrounding Fayetteville.   
     The NSF supported REU program concluded with a UA program-wide poster session July 18, held in historic Vol Walker 
Hall.  Their research papers were due the following week.  Thirteen students participated in the program. 
     The NIH funded INBRE program concluded in Little Rock July 25 with a Student Research Day, where the three UA cam-
pus located students joined the thirteen UAMS located students for presentations and posters at the I Dodd Wilson Building.  
      The pictures here are from the REU poster session July 18.  They were taken by Denise Greathouse, Julie Stenken, and 
Leslie Johnson. 
 
Students and their project titles 
 Matthew Brownd - Novel Gramicidin Subunits Predicted to Cross Membranes and Form Channels 
 Alexis Butler - Bioanalytical Methods in Improve Microdialysis Sampling 
 Jaydee Edwards - Characterizing Electrochemical Hole Scavengers in Hierarchically Structured ZnO Photoanodes 
 Alicia Fontenot - Effects of Cu/In Molar Ratio to Properties of CIS/ZnS QDs 
 John Gulliver - The Illuminating Science of Photochemistry: The Formation of Disubstituted Aniline Derivatives via  
 Photoinitiation 
 Noah Haugen - Deposition of Gold Shells onto Silver Nanocubes with Tunable Optical Properties 
 Megan Keane - Synthesis and Electrochemical Investigation of Ruthenium(II) Terpyridine Compounds 
 Megan Magness - Electrochemical Analysis of Silver Nanoparticle Impacts at the Surface of a Microelectrode  
 Kelsey Marr - Use of Lipid Optimization to Uncover the Ionization Properties of Glutamic Acid in Transmembrane  
 Proteins 
 Tiffany Pankrez - In Situ Recalibration of Biofouled Amperometric Oxygen Microelectrode Array 
 Hunter Usdrowski - An In Vitro Model to Measure Biodirectional Chemical Communication between Macrophage-Like 
Cells and Planktonic Bacteria 
 Jessica Wilson - Genome-Wide Screening of Hydrogen Peroxide-Resistant Genes in Escherichia coli 
 Emilie Asbeck - The PR1 Gene in Arabidopsis thaliana Contributes to Plant Defenses 
against the Green Peach Aphid, Myzus persicae 
 Melanie Beehler - Assessing Cuticular Hydrocarbon Variation in Rhagoletis pomonella 
 Huddoy Walters - Crystallization of Col-H Targeting Domain, PKD1-PKD2-CBD, 
from Hathewaya histolytica and Isolation of Bovine Compliment 1q 
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     Howard Hendrickson (PhD 1996, Donald Bobbit-
advisor) will be Chair of Pharmaceutical, Social and Ad-
ministrative Sciences at Samford University in Birming-
ham AL.  The professional program has been around 
since 1927.  The university could be compared to 
Ouachita Baptist but larger and with more professional 
degrees (Pharmacy and Law).  The school is building 
their research presence and one reason he was hired 
was to provide some direction to those efforts.  
  
     Donald Bobbitt, UA System President, sent 
this picture (left) of his 4 year old grandson studying 
for entrance into chemistry at the University of Ar-
kansas.  Dr. Bobbitt also served as a UA chemistry 
professor and chair in the department, and then 
Dean of the Fulbright College of Arts and Sciences, 
before serving as provost and vice president for 
academic affairs at the University of Texas at Arling-
ton.  He returned to the UA in 2011. 
Photo by Rebecca 
Lessner/Post-
Gazette 
     Susan Grisham Banerjee (PhD 2010, Xiaogang Peng-advisor) pictured above at far right, is the director of innova-
tion for Trusst Lingerie, located near Pittsburgh, PA.  Trusst Lingerie has transformed into a burgeoning brand that’s re-
cently been spotlighted by InStyle, Forbes, and Health.com for its patented technology.  It uses a plastic mold that wraps 
around and lifts breasts like a bridge, without the discomfort of an underwire.  The result is a structure that covers sizes 
34 F through 38 J and relieves pressure from the shoulders and back.  Its moisture-wicking fabrics also reduce chafing and 
sweating.  “I’ve always been driven by impact factors,” says Susan.  “There’s a lot of chemistry in fabrics and textiles.  For 
Trusst, what better impact than helping millions of women get that support that they need.”  Susan lives in Irwin, PA, with 
her husband Dev and daughter Olivia.  View the Post/Gazette article at https://bit.ly/2Lw6BBX 






     After being a postdoc researcher many years in Dr. Wei Shi’s Group, working on glycolipid anticancer drug discovery, 
Guanghui Zong joined Dr. Lai-Xi Wang’s lab at University of Maryland (College Park) at the end of this March. 
Dr. Wang’s research group conducts research in the field of glycoscience, which is at the interface of chemistry, biology, and 
immunology with a focus on the structures and functions of N-glycans, N-glycopeptides and N-glycoproteins. The group is 
well known on developing chemoenzymatic method to produce structurally well-defined, homogeneous glycoproteins highly 
demanded for functional glycomics studies. There are four major ongoing projects in Wang lab, including Synthesis of oligo-
saccharides, glycopeptides, and glycoproteins; Antibody Glycoengineering; HIV Vaccine Development; Chemical Biology of 
Protein Glycosylation.   His work will be focusing on developing novel synthetic glycopeptide-based HIV vaccines targeting 
unique viral glycan and glycopeptide antigens. 
 
     Dr. James Russell Eubanks, Jr., age 82, passed away May 11, 2018.  He was a resident of Spanish Fort, Alabama.  Rus-
sell graduated from Murphy High School in 1953 and attended Wilson Junior College in Chicago, IL.  He received bachelor 
degrees from both Emory University and the University of Arkansas.  He graduated from UAMS in 1963.  After an internship 
at Arkansas Baptist Hospital, he completed his residency in anesthesiology at UAMS.  He began his private practice with Lane, 
Bryant and Eubanks in Mobile, AL. He joined Thomas Hospital in 1983 and continued there until 1996. He left that practice 
to focus on pain management until his "retirement" in 1999, when he became medical director of Thomas Hospital Cardiac 
Rehab.  He is survived by his wife, Geraldine “Gerry” Eubanks, three daughters, one son, and several grandchildren. 
 
     Jane Kitchen Kizziar Rahmani, age 75, passed away Monday, May 28, 2018 in Plano, TX, from stroke-related compli-
cations.  A resident of Hope, AR, Jane was born January 29, 1943 and grew up in Emmet, AR.  She graduated from Prescott 
High School in 1959 and the University of Arkansas, Fayetteville in 1963.  She is survived by her husband, Ali Rahmani, of 
Carrollton, TX, a son, daughter, and three grandchildren.  
 
     The wedding of Daniel Eddings (PhD 
2008, Robert Gawley-advisor) and Melissa 
Weston (PhD 2010, Ingrid Fritsch-advisor) 
took place in November, 2017 at the El 
Dorado Royale in Puerto Morelos, Mexico.  
Several UA friends and alumni were in at-
tendance.  From left are John Hutchison 
(PhD 2007, Matt McIntosh-advisor), Mike 
Rutherford (PhD 2010, Xiaogang Peng-
advisor), Daniel Eddings, Melissa Wes-
ton Eddings, Lindsay Rutherford (PhD 
2011, Suresh Kumar Thallapuranam-
advisor), Darrel Walters (studied under 
Colin Heyes and Peter Pulay), and Aaron Beuterbaugh (PhD 2011, Neil Allison-
advisor).  Melissa is working for Halliburton and Daniel just took a new position as 
a lab director for Bonafides Laboratory, Inc. in Colorado. 
     
      
     Bridgette Blackmon Shannon (PhD 2007, Xiaogang Peng-advisor) shared a 
facebook video about her career path in STEM since graduation.  She invites you to 
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The department of chemistry and biochemistry at the University of Arkansas strives for excellence in research, teaching and 
service in chemistry - the central science.  We aspire to positions of leadership regarding the discovery of new scientific 
knowledge, the training of students, and the economic development of the State of Arkansas.  We seek to recruit and retain a 
diverse group of the best faculty, students and staff to address the challenges of the future through interdisciplinary and multi-
disciplinary research and education. 
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Safety Tip: 
By Chris Mazzanti 
 
When working in a 
hood, make sure that 
the sash is adjusted for 
working and not open 
completely; and don’t 
stick your head in a 
hood.  It is designed to 




Calendar of Events 
August 
13 Teaching Assistant Orientation (Grad School) 8:45-
4:15 Verizon Ballroom 
15 New Graduate Student Orientation (Grad School) 
8:00-2:45 Verizon Ballroom 
20 Fall classes begin 
24 Last day to register for or add fall semester class 
27 Seminar: Randall Goldsmith, UW Madison 
 
September 
3 Labor Day - University is closed 
10 Seminar: Shengqian Ma, Univ. of South Florida 
17 Seminar: Jonathan Lindsey, NCSU 
24 Seminar: A.J. Boydston, UW Madison 
CHBC Library (CHEM 225) 
http://libinfo.uark.edu/chemistry 
Fall Semester Hours: August 20 – December 15
  
Sunday    CLOSED 
Monday – Thursday   8:00am – 9:00pm 
Friday    8:00am – 6:00pm 
Saturday    CLOSED 
      
Exceptions to Regular Fall Hours 
  
Monday  September 3, Labor Day CLOSED 
Friday  October 12  8:00am – 5:00pm 
Monday – Tuesday October 15 – 16, Fall Break 8:00am – 5:00pm 
Tuesday – Wed November 20 – 21  :00am – 5:00pm 
Thursday – Friday November 22 – 23, Thanksgiving CLOSED 






Department of  Chemistry 
and Biochemistry 
 
     Our department web page is 
located at chemistry.uark.edu. 
There you will find links to de-
partmental information, news, 
and people.  But best of all, alum-
ni can stay in touch through the 
Alumni & Friends link.   We want 
our alumni to stay in touch!  
Please take a few minutes to 
browse the page and submit any 
update you’d like published (or 
not).  We welcome pictures, too!  
MAHSA’S 
MIRTH 
Registration for INBRE opens August 
11, 2018 and will close September 
26, or when capacity is reached.  We 
are limited to accepting 180 ab-
stracts and 480 registrations this 
year.  Please visit this site for infor-
mation and registration. 
 
